
Its end has also been a great relief to residents of the condo.The dispute began in 1974 when Lee 
Tat's predecessor, Collin Development, sought a court declaration that Hong Leong Holdings, the 
developer of Grange Heights, had no right of way across the land. 

It is understood that condo residents originally believed they could use the land as a shortcut to 
Grange Road and Orchard Road. But in 2008, the pathway was blocked after a Court of Appeal 
decision that was in Lee Tat's favour. 

The residents believed that there were legal provisions, known as easement, for them to use the 
path. 

In 2005, the Court of Appeal said Grange Heights residents had right of way, but this decision was 
overruled three years later by a separate Court of Appeal.
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End of 40-year feud over shortcut a relief for Grange 
Heights condo residents The Straits Time: 10/9/2018

Fight over use of footpath, neighbour's $63m claim caused anxiety 

It might be only an 883 sq m strip of land unnoticed by 
many, but with a $63 million claim at stake, the land could 
be the most contentious piece of real estate in Singapore. 

The 40-year feud over it between the Grange Heights 
condominium management corporation strata title (MCST) 
and land owner Lee Tat Development that ended last 
month with an Appeal Court decision might have been one 
of the most expensive neighbourhood legal feuds here.
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WHAT IS A 'RIGHT OF WAY' TO USE LAND? 
 
The right of way to use the land disputed in cases such as the Grange Heights condominium 
one is called an easement. 

Senior Counsel Tan Chee Meng explained that an easement is a right of way given to the owner 
- called the dominant owner - of a piece of land to use neighbouring land belonging to another 
owner - called the servient owner. 

"Easement forms an important aspect of land law as the easement attaches to - and transfers 
with - the land, and as long as the easement is not extinguished, (it) will impact to some extent 
how the legal owner - the servient owner - may use or develop his land," said Mr Tan. 

He added that while the dominant owner does not legally own or possess any proprietary 
interest in the land, he is still entitled by law to use the land to a limited extent. 

The dominant owner may be prevented from or limited in doing so only if the use of the land 
substantially interferes with the servient owner's "reasonable enjoyment" of his land, said Mr 
Tan. "Disputes over easements have plagued land owners since time immemorial," he added. 

Mr Tan noted that another key issue in such disputes usually involves the existence of the 
easement, or lack thereof. 

"The extent of the right of way granted by an easement depends on the terms of the grant. If the 
terms of the grant are sufficiently wide, the easement can involve both a footpath and a path for 
motor vehicles," said Mr Tan.


